
    

 

Greetings!  We are past the Apopka city elections of March 9 and congratulate all three of 
our members for running campaigns the way they should be run.  Commissioner Marilyn Ustler 
McQueen was re-elected.  Although Sammy Ruth and Barb Zakszewski were not elected, they each 
garnered just under 40% of the vote.  The voter turnout was abysmal.  These candidates spent hun-
dreds of hours and thousands of dollars for less than 10% of the 22,000 voters in Apopka.  They 
deserved better.  In addition, very few members turned out to help these candidates in their respec-
tive runs.  When polled at the meeting, Sammy had no one working for him, Marilyn had two peo-
ple working for her and Barb had 7 or 8 people working for her.  We should have done better.  We 
can do better!  This is what we are about. 

If you missed the March meeting, you missed a most wonderfully informative forum be-
tween former Commissioner Teresa Jacobs and developer Matt Falconer, two of the three Republi-
can candidates for Orange County Mayor.  Commissioner Mildred Fernandez did not attend.  The 
questions asked of these candidates were from you, our members, about consolidating services, spe-
cial needs programs, Wekiva Study Area and Department of Health rules, commuter rail, Amend-
ment 4 and more.  After the forum, there was a straw poll and Jacobs won by 7 votes.  The election 
is August 24. 

Our April 15 program will feature Margie Patchett, a paralegal and licensed title insurance 
agent.  She is the Executive Director of Volusia Tax Reform and will, appropriately, talk to us 
about taxes; how taxing entities can provide services for less and lower taxes.  This is an area we 
can all learn more about and take ideas and action to our local municipalities, counties and beyond. 

Now it’s time to get busy and start working on the upcoming elections.  Brush up on your 
telephone etiquette, make sure your walking shoes are ready, check your closet for comfortable 
clothes and dig out your visors, pepper spray and water bottles.  When you have done that, check 
the candidates that are running in August, learn what they stand for and pick one or more to work 
for.  We will NOT prevail in November if we do not do the important groundwork now.  We have 
many “D”s to change to “R”s.  Choosing the right person in the primaries is just as important as 
choosing the right person in the general election.  In the coming months we will also be bringing 
you information on the amendments that will be on the ballot, so be sure to read the newsletter and 
watch your email inbox for important information. 

We can do it!  We are “Women Making A Difference” along with a little help from our 
men. 

 
Blessings to all, 
Linda 

Linda Laurendeau, MA 
President 
LLaurendea@aol.com|407.889.9792 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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When:  Thursday, April 15 
Where:  Errol Estate Country Club, 1355 Errol Parkway, Apopka 
Time:   11 a.m. to ~1 p.m. 
Cost:   $17 for lunch & dessert 
Program:  Margie Patchett, Exec. Director Volusia Tax Reform 

LUNCHEON POLICY: Reservations are required if you wish 
to attend our monthly meetings, whether you are eating lunch or 
not. Please RSVP to Mary Smothers at 407-889-4009. The cost is 
$17 per person for lunch. We will have a table set up in the back of 
the room for those of you who wish to attend the meeting but will 
not be having lunch. If you have special dietary restrictions, 
please let us know when you make your reservations. If you are 
unable to attend, please cancel (by phone) within 24 hours notice 
or you will be billed for lunch. Thank you for understanding. 

Executive Committee 
 

President—Linda Laurendeau 
 407-889-9792 , llaurendea@aol.com  
 

1st Vice Pres. — Mary Smothers 
            407-889-4009, mfsmothers@embarqmail.com 
 

2nd Vice Pres. — Danielle Hilson 
 407-814-1405, philson@cfl.rr.com 
 

Secretary — L A Key 
 407-617-2670, LAKeymail@gmail.com 
 

Corresponding Secy. — Lee Pinti 
 407-814-9595, LeeJonPint@aol.com 
 

Treasurer—Joyce Hayward 
 407-884-7889, joycehywrd@yahoo.com 
 

Asst. Treasurer —Joyce Brocker 
 407-889-5305, jbro34@earthlink.net 
 
 

Past Pres./1st Director—Patty Redlich 
 407-886-8460, pattysells@aol.com 
 
 

WHO ARE THE CANDIDATES FOR ORANGE COUNTY MAYOR SO FA R? 
 

REPUBLICANS       DEMOCRATS 
Matthew Falconer www.matthewfalconer.com  Tim Adams        www.adamsformayororangecounty.com 
Mildred Fernandez www.mildredformayor2010.com  Bill Segal             www.billsegal.com 
Teresa Jacobs  www.teresafor mayor.com   Linda Stewart    www.lindastewartformayor.com 

IMPORTANT CANDIDATE DONATION  
INFORMATION  

 
 DONATIONS TO OTHER THAN REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES 

CAN PUT YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN JEOPARDY.  THIS INCLUDES RE-

PORTABLE CONTRIBUTIONS, ADVERTISEMENTS, SPONSORSHIP S – 

WRITTEN OR VERBAL, HOSTING AND MORE.    D O   N O T    D O    I 

T !!!!!   EVEN IN A NON-PARTISAN RACE.   WE WILL TRY TO DO BET-

TER AT LETTING YOU KNOW WHO THE CANDIDATES ARE IN T HE 

NON-PARTISAN RACES ALONG WITH THEIR PARTY AFFILIATIO N.     

AS ALWAYS, THE VOTING BOOTH IS UP TO YOU!    

    —Linda Laurendeau, Pres. 

General Meeting Information 

 A member of NORWF may not 
contribute to, endorse or otherwise 
support any candidate who is not a 
member of the Republican Party  re-
gardless of whether it is a partisan race 
or non-partisan race.  Our bylaws, lo-
cal, state and national,  prohibit such 
activity and is grounds for dismissal 
from membership. 
 What you do in the voting 
booth is your business but you MUST 
NOT exhibit public support for a non 
Republican candidate! 

It’s the Bylaw.. GIVE A NORWF GIFT  
 
 Gift certificates are available at any meeting for luncheons or memberships.  
How about purchasing a gift of a luncheon and inviting that person you were hoping 
would join?  Purchase the gift certificate any time and use it when you make your lunch-
eon reservation.  Don’t forget that Mother’s Day and Father’s Day are coming up soon. 

The greatest danger to 
our very existence is 
not the action of our   
opponents but our own 
inaction. 
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Unpaid 2010 membership dues are now delin-
quent!! Please pay at the next meeting, or mail your 
payment to NORWF, P.O. Box  56, 32704. ALL DUES 
MUST BE COLLECTED IMMEDIATELY, AS THE 
TREASURER NEEDS TO TURN IN ALL COUNTS TO 
STATE. If you would like a hard copy of the newsletter 
mailed to your home address, add $5 to your payment.. 
Otherwise the newsletter will be sent electronically. 

 
Membership Dues: 

Active — $30 
Associates — $20 

Men — $20 
Students — $5 

 

Sponsorship Levels: 
Platinum Eagle — $200+ 
Gold Eagle — $100-$199 
Silver Eagle — $51-$99 

Bronze Eagle — $31-$50 
 

 
 

April 15--NORWF general meeting 
 

April 24-25 — Apopka Art & Foliage  
 Festival, Kit Land Park 
May 6 — 10 a.m., NORWF Board Meeting,   
 Errol Estate CC 
May 20—NORWF general meeting 

 
Please pray that Jean Starbuck has a speedy recovery after knee   
replacement. 
 
**Please let us know  the news 
of our members—the sad and the 
happy so we can acknowledge 
them. 

NORWF COMMITTEE POSITIONS  
AVAILABLE 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES – These are voting Board of 
Directors appointments 
 

Campaign Activities  
This is vital to our club and provides information about Republi-
can candidates at all levels.  This includes being the source of 
information on campaign managers, contact information, upcom-
ing events and printed materials.  This committee encourages 
members to run for office and be a source for candidates to call 
when they need help. 
 

Finance (Ways & Means)  
This committee raises funds for campaign activities, special pro-
jects and general operating expenses. 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 

Achievement Awards 
This committee makes sure we qualify for as many FFRW and 
NFRW awards by performing all the necessary tasks.  This in-
cludes collecting and tracking volunteer hours. 
 

Telephone 
This committee is responsible for phoning the members to remind 
them of meetings and to get an accurate count.  They will also 
phone members to confirm reservations for any special event to 
encourage participation.  NOTE:  This committee has one open-
ing  

Membership Corner  Calendar of Events 

Sunshine Corner 

NAME BADGES 
 
 You have been asking for name badges and they are 
now available.  These attractive badges with a magnetic fastener 
can be ordered at any meeting for $15, pre-paid only, and deliv-
ered at the next meeting.  These are great to wear to meetings of 
the Federation, other Republican clubs and committees. 

FOR OUR STUDENTS 
 

SCHOLARSHIP 
 We are pleased to announce that we have scholarship 
applications available for high school seniors, undergraduates 
and graduate students.  Applications for this $1000 scholarship 
are available through Debbie Nelson or  online at 
www.norwf.org. 

We have student annual associate memberships available at 
an outrageous $5.  High school students and college under-
graduates 17 years of age or younger are eligible for mem-
bership.  They may not serve as a delegate or alternate of 
NORWF at state or national conventions.  They may attend 
meetings but shall not hold office, make motions, vote, be a 
committee chairman or a member of a nominating commit-
tee.  Pick up a membership form at any meeting.  This would 
make a great gift for your favorite student.  

Sharon Fenwick, New Legislative Chair 
We are pleased to announce that Sharon Fenwick has ac-
cepted the Legislative/CAP/Resolutions Committee position 
for local issues.  Many thanks to Sharon for her service. 
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APOPKA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
 

 You are a member!  Did you know that, because NORWF is 
a Chamber member, every NORWF member is a chamber member 
and entitled to attend functions at the member price?  This is a great 
way to be involved in a local dynamic group of business men and 
women and a great way to network.  Wear your name badge and carry 
calling cards at the many events that are available each month.  Not 
sure what’s going on?  Go to www.apopkachamber.org and find out. 

 Several minutes after President Obama signed 
into law the most sweeping, over-reaching government 
power grab in the history of this country (FDR and 
Woodrow Wilson would have been so proud), Florida 
Attorney General Bill MCollum filed a federal lawsuit 
against this massive healthcare reform known as 
“Obamacare”.  I like to call it Obama doesn’t care.  
 There are several grounds on which the lawsuit is 
based. First, that Congress lacks authority under its con-
stitutional power to regulate interstate commerce to force 
people to buy insurance, under penalty of law. This type 
of arrogant power grab is unprecedented in our Country’s 
history. This alone shows how much disdain President 
Obama, Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the spineless members 
of Congress who voted for this, have for the American 
people, this Country and the US Constitution.   
 Mr. McCollum rightly referred to this as a “living 
tax”. The other grounds for this lawsuit have to do with 
the 10th Amendment of the Constitution, States Sover-
eignty; that the federal government is overstepping its 
Constitutional powers and usurping state sovereignty.  
 Several other Attorneys Generals concur with Mr.  
McCollum that these “reforms” infringe on state powers 
granted under the US Constitution’s Bill of Rights. Mr. 
McCollum estimates that this mandate would cost Florida 
at least $1.6 billion in Medicaid alone. That’s incredible!!  
 As if that is not enough, several larger corpora-
tions are reporting just how much this healthcare bill will 
cost them. AT&T reports this will cost them approxi-
mately $1 billion dollars in profits, Caterpillar estimates 
approximately $100 million lost. Overall, it is estimated 
that this bill could cost American companies upwards of 
$14 billion. That’s $14 billion less spent on new jobs, 
innovations, etc. This bill is a jobs killer, an incentive kil-
ler.  
 We should applaud Mr. McCollum and the other 
Attorneys General in their heroic efforts to stop this bill in 
its tracks before it destroys this country.   
 
Sources: Florida Capital News, story by Bill Cotterell; Reuters news 
source;  Heritage Foundation Morning Bell 3/30/10.  
 
 
NOTE:  This column will be included in the newsletter monthly as 
long as there are articles submitted for publication. Any of our 
members are free to submit an opinion piece expressing their 
views and passion concerning any issue and we encourage them to 
do so.  However, the appearance of an Op Ed piece does not  nec-
essarily reflect the views of NORWF or its members.  NORWF  
reserves the right to refuse publication of  content deemed offen-
sive. 

EDITORIAL 

Guest Columnist:  Barbara Zakszewski 

NOTICE 
WE’VE ELIMINATED THE ADVERTISING PAGE FROM 

THIS AND FUTURE NEWSLETTERS FOR LACK OF  
INTEREST. 

Flag Presentation at 
Dream Lake Elementary 

 
Linda Laurendeau, NORWF 
President,  conducted a pres-
entation at Dream Lake Ele-
mentary School on May 22 
that included flag history, 
etiquette and presentation of 
an American flag that has 
been flown over the capitol 
in Washington, D. C. along 
with a certificate of authen-
ticity 

Linda is shown here presenting the flag  
to Principal Gary Shadow 

NORWF Volunteers at Lincoln Day Dinner where Sarah Palin 
was the featured speaker are from left:  Linda Laurendeau,   

Danielle Hilson, Ramona Brigmond and Pat Blackwell. 

Nobody ever drowned in his own sweat. 



 
NORWF is a Member of the National 

Federation of Republican Women 
(NFRW) & the Florida Federation of  

Republican Women (FFRW) 
 

National Fed. of Republican Women 
Sue Lynch, President | www.nfrw.org  

 
Florida Fed. of Republican Women 

Cindy Graves, FFRW President  
cindyfgraves@gmail.com 

 
District 5 Representative 

Mariann Lansing | mlans1221@aol.com  
 

 
NORWF Meeting Schedule 
 
Executive Committee meets at 10 a.m. on the first Thursday 
of each month at  Errol Estate Country Club, 1355 Errol Park-
way in Apopka..  
 
General Membership Meetings are at 11 a.m. on the third 
Thursday of  each month at Errol Estate Country Club, 1355 
Errol Parkway in Apopka. There is a business meeting &                
program each month. Cost for lunch is $17.  

N.O.R.W.F 

P.O. Box 56 

Apopka, FL 32704 

 
Newsletter Published by Carolyn Booth 
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Disclaimer:  We apologize for any errors or omissions in 
this publication.   It is not intentional. 

If you're always a         
pessimist, consider just 
how futile that attitude 

can be. 


